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Facts about FACT

¸Established 1983

¸Trade body ïmembers inc. major film studios & 
independents

¸Sole aim is fighting audio-visual piracy

¸Works closely with statutory law enforcement 
agencies

¸Engages in criminal prosecutions in its own right 

¸FACT is a non-profit making company



How We Work

¸ Although not a public body, we follow procedures that 
statutory bodies follow regarding investigations, 
sources, data protection and human rights:
¸ RIPA

¸ CHIS

¸ DPA

¸ ECHR

¸ The main legislation we use:
¸ Trade Marks Act 1994

¸ Copyright Designs and Patents Act 1988

¸ Conspiracy

¸ Fraud Act 2006

¸ Proceeds of Crime Act 2002



How We Work

Fundamental part of FACTôs strategic objective is 

to adopt an intelligence-based, investigative 

ethos

focused on the 

prosecution of the criminal networks 

sustaining the manufacture and distribution 

of illicit film.



Operational Infrastructure

¸ Field Investigators

¸ Field Intelligence

¸ Internet Investigators

¸ Forensic Examination

¸ Intelligence Unit

¸ Camcording/ Cinemas

¸ ISP Liaison

¸ Financial Investigation (via partnership)



External Agencies

FACT works/liaises with:
All UK Police forces inc. Met Police Film Piracy 
Unit
UK Intellectual Property Office (Patent Office)
HM Revenue & Customs
Trading Standards
UK Border Agency
Department for Work and Pensions
Serious Organised Crime Agency

And other anti -piracy agencies:
BPI (British Phonographic Industry)

ELSPA (Entertainment & Leisure Software Publishers Association)



Impact

Film piracy in the UK is:

¸ A business generating £200m* a year for criminals 

¸ A crime which affects the wider community ïincluding 
benefit fraud, people smuggling, drugs and other serious 
criminality 

¸ A real crime, punishable by up to 10 years imprisonment 



Headlines

¸ The total Industry loss (Film & TV series) is estimated to be: 
£486m (£459m in 2006)

¸ The Criminal Gain from Counterfeit and Home Copied DVDs is 
currently estimated to be £200m (£169m in 2006)

¸ Levels of physical piracy (buying counterfeited or home copied 
DVDs) are stable year on year.

¸ This year, two new forms of illegal digital distribution were 
explored: memory card and illegal streaming. Both proved to be 
significant channels and as such levels of Digital Piracy appear 
to have increased year-on-year 

¸ Overall Piracy levels are now at 32% of the population (vs. 29% 
in 2006).

¸ 23% of the population is engaged in Secondary Piracy.



Means of Distribution

¸ Car boot sales

¸ Markets

¸ Copying at home  (social networks/ workplace)

¸ Internet (eBay, filesharing)

¸ Flypitching/ street selling



FACT Information Sources

¸ Crimestoppers

¸ Complaints from members of the public

¸ Intelligence received from Film Piracy Unit/ UK Police forces, 

Trading Standards, HMRC and other external agencies

¸ FACT generated eg Investigators submitting Intelligence 

reports on surveillance conducted/ search warrants 

attended.

¸ Open Source ïElectoral roll, DVLA, Companies House etc. 



FACT Intel Unit

¸ Groundbreaking and unique in UK anti-piracy field

¸ Acts as hub for all intelligence

¸ Produces intelligence products as well as charts, reports 

and analysis for FACT and external agencies

¸ Enables investigations to be better tasked and targeted

¸ Uses same methodology and software as police



FACT Intel Unit



FACTôs 

website is 

updated on a 

regular basis 

with news 

stories and 

national 

case studies. 



Associated Criminality

¸ Illegal Chinese immigrants sell counterfeit DVDs to pay 
back criminal gangs who smuggle them into the UK

¸ Drugs, dangerous weapons, counterfeit cigarettes and 
pornography are often found during raids

¸ Investigation into deaths of Chinese cockle pickers in 
2004 discovered 1000s of counterfeit DVDs ïone gang 
master was convicted of 11 trademark offences as well as 
offences relating to illegal immigration

¸ Children are exploited and used as front sellers by 
recidivist counterfeit traders on markets



Training & Education



Public Awareness




